Name:

First name:

Address:

To the United States of America’s President

Text to replace with the

USA embassy address in your country

Dear President Obama,

I support the international protest that has arisen following the decision taken by the United States to refuse a visa to journalist Hollman Morris, who is accused of terrorism, who has just won a prestigious award, the Nieman Prize, for his investigative work in relation to the internal conflict in Colombia and who is expected to travel to Harvard to lecture on journalism for a year.

I am astounded that the USA, where freedom of the press is the central pillar of democracy, could reach such a decision on the basis of accusations made in 2008 by President Alvaro Uribe, that have no foundation, against this journalist who has never had judicial proceedings taken against him by the Colombian State.

Today, a Tunisian journalist:Fahem Boukadous was sentenced for having covered protests by people in Tunisia. Your reaction was swift: the United States are ” deeply concerned by the decline in civil liberties in the country”.

It’s a similar story in Colombia for the journalist Hollman Morris who has already received numerous awards for the quality of his journalistic  work, fights relentlessly through his television programme”Contravia”  to raise awareness about all the aspects of the internal conflict in Colombia that is too often reduced to the single problem of FARC rebels.

I ask you to reconsider your decision and allow this journalist to travel to the USA so he can receive his award. 

Please accept, Mr President, the expression of my respectful feelings.

At


Date:

Signature:

Hollman Morris has received the following awards:

- Premio India Catalina 2004.

- Premio Nacional Simon Bolivar 2004

- Human Rights Prize 2007 from Human Rights Watch.

- Premio Nuevo Periodismo Iberoamericano 2007.

- Premio Mejor Programa Periodistico TV 2007 from the Association of Journalists, Bogota.

- Freedom of the Press International Award 2007 from CJFE, Canada.







